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TAGS: PEOR, MASS, SA, IZ 

SUBJECT: SAUDI INQUIRY ABOUT HELICOPTER SALE TO IRAQ 

1 . MOHAMMAD MAS'UD, SAUDI ACTING MINISTER OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN AFEAIRS, ASKED THE AMBASSADOR JAN 21 IF 
THE UNITED STATES WERE RESUMING MILITARY SUPPLIES TO 
IRAQ. HE SAID THEY HAD JUST RECEIVED A REPORT FROM 
THE SAUDI EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD THAT THE UNITED STATES 
HAD AGREED TO SELL IRAQ 34 LARGE SIKORSKY TROOP TRANS- 
PORT HELICOPTERS. HE SAID THIS WAS A MATTER OF CONSIDER- 
ABLE CONCERN TO SAUDI ARABIA, AND WONDERED IF IT WERE 
TRUE. 

2. I TOLD HIM THE STORY SEEMED UNUSUAL BUT I WOULD 
CHECK AND INFORM HIM IMMEDIATELY. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: IS THERE ANY BASIS TO THE 
REPORT? IF SO, WHAT EXPLANATION CAN BE GIVEN THE 
SAUDIS WHO WOULD BE DISTURBED AT THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF INCREASING IRAQI TROOP MOBILITY? 
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